
Love Letter to Laodicea 
Introduction 

 
Dearest Laodicea, I’m writing to any of you who are in some way an angel to your church, a 
messenger who loves your church and wants to see it alive, on-fire, and in a close relationship with 
Me.  
 
I am yours truly, the “Amen,” your Truth with a capital T, as a True Witness writing to tell you exactly 
what’s wrong with you, My people. Don’t be afraid, because I’m also your Faithful Witness; faithful to 
the death to find a way to fix every failure and sin. 
 
I also write to you as the Originator of the creation of God. Since I made the whole world, I can surely 
remake your heart and our church into a beautiful new creation. 
 
I have been looking carefully at your actions, taste-testing as it were. You are not a hot cup of tea or a 
cold soda. You are so middle-of-the-road lukewarm that I actually am overcome with nauseousness to 
the point that I’m about to throw up. I know it sounds awful, and I really want to keep you close to 
me, but I’m about to lose you if something doesn’t change. 
 
The reason I’m so disturbed is because you think everything is fine, it’s like you’re living in a 
dreamland of luxury and don’t even know you are a naked and blind beggar, lying miserably along the 
road. 
 
Please, please listen to My counsel. I’m Your Heavenly Merchant, stopping by to sell you golden faith 
that works by love. I also have a gorgeous white outfit I made myself. It’s my best work, my character 
of love to cover you with a perfect fit.  
 
Can you see how beautiful my merchandise is? Maybe not yet. Here’s one more thing I’d like to sell 
you. It’s eyesalve for your crusted-over eyes. It’s the Holy Spirit speaking through My Word and it will 
open for your view all the glories of heaven and earth. 
 
It’s because I love you that I’m telling you how things really are. You truly can buy all these things if 
with all your heart you give Me yourself in repentance. 
 
 I’m not a bit put off by your situation, I’m actually standing at the door of your heart, knock, knock, 
knocking. I’d really like to sit down and eat together, talk and share everything, but you’ll have to turn 
the handle and invite me in.  
 
One last thing. Do you remember how I had to face a lot of battles with the enemy? Through 
dependence on My Father and by using God’s word, I overcame and now I’m sitting right next to Him 
on His throne. You can do the very same thing. And guess what. I’m saving another seat right next to 
Me just for you.  
 
I close My love letter to you with an earnest appeal: Read it over and over. Listen carefully; the Spirit is 
calling every church member. We’re calling you. Love, Jesus. 



Holy Spirit was not imparted. I had written thus far when I lost consciousness, and I seemed to 
be witnessing a scene in Battle Creek.   
      
We were assembled in the auditorium of the Tabernacle. Prayer was offered, a hymn was 
sung, and prayer was again offered. Most earnest supplication was made to God. The meeting 
was marked by the presence of the Holy Spirit. The work went deep, and some present were 
weeping aloud.  
      
One arose from his bowed position and said that in the past he had not been in union with 
certain ones and had felt no love for them, but that now he saw himself as he was. With great 
solemnity he repeated the message to the Laodicean church: “‘Because thou sayest, I am rich, 
and increased with goods, and have need of nothing.’ In my self-sufficiency this is just the way 
I felt,” he said. “‘And knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked.’ I now see that this is my condition. My eyes are opened. My spirit has been hard 
and unjust. I thought myself righteous, but my heart is broken, and I see my need of the 
precious counsel of the One who has searched me through and through. Oh, how gracious and 
compassionate and loving are the words, ‘I counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried in the fire, 
that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame 
of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.’” 
Revelation 3:17, 18.   
      
The speaker turned to those who had been praying, and said: “We have something to do. We 
must confess our sins, and humble our hearts before God.” He made heartbroken confessions 
and then stepped up to several of the brethren, one after another, and extended his hand, 
asking forgiveness. Those to whom he spoke sprang to their feet, making confession and 
asking forgiveness, and they fell upon one another's necks, weeping. The spirit of confession 
spread through the entire congregation. It was a Pentecostal season. God’s praises were sung, 
and far into the night, until nearly morning, the work was carried on.   
      
The following words were often repeated, with clear distinctness: “As many as I love, I rebuke 
and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any 
man hear My voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he 
with Me.” Verses 19, 20. No one seemed to be too proud to make heartfelt confession, and 
those who led in this work were the ones who had influence, but had not before had courage 
to confess their sins.   
      
There was rejoicing such as never before had been heard in the Tabernacle. Then I aroused 
from my unconsciousness, and for a while could not think where I was. My pen was still in my 
hand. The words were spoken to me: ‘This might have been. All this the Lord was waiting to do 
for His people. All heaven was waiting to be gracious.’ I thought of where we might have been 
had thorough work been done at the last General Conference, and agony of disappointment 
came over me as I realized that what I had witnessed was not a reality” (Testimonies, Volume 
8, 104-106, written in 1903). 

 
 



3) In each lesson we will look closely at different descriptions of Jesus through which He presents 

Himself and the resources He offers to Laodicea. Read Revelation 3:14. We usually think of “Amen” as 

a word to finish our prayers. However, Jesus used that word many times in a slightly different way 

that is often translated “truly, truly,” “verily, verily,” or “most assuredly.” Read some of the examples 

of this in John 8:34-36, 51, and 58. Why do you think Jesus takes the word He uses when speaking 

important things and turns it into a name by which He wants Laodicea to know Him? 

 

 

4) Read John 18:37-38. According to His words to Pilate, why did Jesus come to our world? 

 

 

5) Jesus taught many truths about His Father and about the abundant life He came to bring. Read 

John 14:6. Jesus could have answered Pilate’s question, “What is truth?” by saying, “I am.” What does 

it mean to you that Jesus is the embodiment of truth? 

 

 

6) Paul also spoke of the truth in Jesus. Read Ephesians 4:17-24.  

• What connections does this passage have to the problems of Laodicea? 

• What solutions are found in the truth as it is in Jesus? 

 

In Revelation 3:14 Jesus is not only described as the Amen who tells us like it is, but also as the 

faithful and true witness. A witness serves in the court when judgment is taking place. The matches 

the name Laodicea. This name goes way back into Greek mythology. It is used for one of the 

daughters mentioned in Homer’s epic poem the Iliad. The city where this church existed likely got its 

name because it was founded by one of the rulers of the Seleucid dynasty since the name of the 

mother of Seleucus was Laodice. The name Laodicea combines two words lao, meaning people, and 
dike, meaning just or a judicial decision. Some people take it to mean the title “Justice of the People,” 

while others say it implies “the people ruling,” or “law-abiding people.” This specific Laodicea thinks 

they are law-abiding, while in reality they are a people under Jesus’ judgment.  

 

7) Revelation 19:11 is the one other place in the Bible which calls Jesus both “faithful” and “true.” 

What is the context of this description of Jesus?   

 

 

8) Read Revelation 3:14-17 again. As Jesus tells Laodicea how things truly are, what consequences 

does He say will happen if they don’t change?  

 

 

Most translations make Jesus’ words sound very harsh: “I will vomit you out of My mouth!” However, 

the New International Version says, “I’m about to spit you out of My mouth.” This implies that there 

is still hope. We typically do not want to vomit and try to find a way to calm our stomachs, so we 

don’t have to have that awful experience. As we examine the whole letter, we can see that this is 

exactly Jesus’ attitude—He is doing everything He can to keep from losing His people. He counsels, 

rebukes, and knocks so He can come in and help. Ellen White added this encouragement about 

Laodicea: 



Love Letter to Laodicea 
Lesson 2—From the Beginning of the Creation of God 

 

Icebreaker: Describe someone you know who you think is on-fire for God.  

 

1) Read Revelation 3:14-22. Contrast the character and life of Jesus with the attitudes and lifestyle of 

lukewarm Laodicea. What does it mean to be lukewarm and what does it look like to be on-fire hot? 

 

Let’s look closely at another description of Jesus. Verse 14 reads “the Beginning of the creation of 

God.” At first glance this sounds odd. Other translations help to clarify the meaning including “the 

Origin of the creation of God” (NASB), “the Origin of God’s creation” (NRSV), and “the ruler of God’s 

creation” (NIV). These translations match the meaning of the Greek word arche which by definition is 

“that by which anything begins to be, the origin, the active cause.” 

 

2) Read Colossians 1:16-18. These verses also describe Jesus as the beginning (arche). What do these 

verses teach about Jesus in relation to the creation of the world?  

 

 

3) Read Jeremiah 32:17. How does your belief that Jesus created everything and sustains your life 

impact the way you think, feel, and live? 

 

 

4) Psalm 33:6, 8-9. What do these verses teach about the speed and power of God’s spoken word? 

 

 

5) Read Mark 1:40-42. How does this story impact you as you consider Jesus’ heart and the ability of 

His word to immediately transform this leper? 

 

 

6) Read 1 Thessalonians 2:13. Paul was so excited about the response of the believers in Thessalonica 

that he could not stop thanking God for them. What did they believe about God’s word compared to 

what a human’s word can do?  

 

 

7) Read the following quote to consider further Laodicea’s great need for the creative power of God:  

 
Christ’s plan is the only safe one. He declares, ‘Behold, I make all things new.’ ‘If any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature.’ Christ gives man no encouragement to think that He will accept a 
patchwork character, made up mostly of self, with a little of Christ. This is the condition of 
the Laodicean church. At first there seems to be some of self and some of Christ. But soon it is 
all of self and none of Christ. The root of selfishness is revealed. It continues to grow, striking 
its roots deeper and deeper, till its branches are covered with objectionable fruit. Christ looks 
with pitying tenderness on all who have combination characters. Those with such a character 
have a connection with Christ so frail that it is utterly worthless (Bible Commentary, Volume 6, 
1101).   



Love Letter to Laodicea 
Lesson 3—From the Garment Seller 

 

Icebreaker. Describe a characteristic of Jesus that you especially appreciate, including a story that 

illustrates it. 

 

1) A boy at school may be content with his Christmas presents if all of his friends received similar 

things. A child in a village may not notice the rags she wears if all the other children are dressed like 

her. Read Revelation 3:17-18. The people of Laodicea think they are so well off that they don’t need 

anything. Perhaps like the children they are only comparing themselves with each other. What does 

Jesus, the Heavenly Merchantman, do to make them aware of their problems?  

 

 

2) In Hebrews 1:8-9 Jesus is described as having a heart that loves righteousness. As we look at Jesus 

and see the beauty of His garments, gold, and eyesalve, we begin to feel our poverty and nakedness. 

Read Isaiah 6:1-5 and 64:6. How did Isaiah describe himself and any of his good deeds in comparison 

with God? 

 

 

3) Read Genesis 3:6-11 and 21. What can we learn from the ways Adam and Eve responded when 

they realized they were naked and from the way God responded?  

 

 

4) Read Isaiah 61:10. What did Isaiah call the garments that God can give us? 

 

 

5) Read Zechariah 3:1-5. What does this passage teach us about how to go from being naked to 

having clothes on?  

 

 

6) Read 1 John 1:9-2:2. What further meaning can you gather from these verses to fill out the picture 

of how we receive salvation. 

 

 

7) Consider the following statement: 

 
Every soul may say: ‘By His perfect obedience He has satisfied the claims of the law, and my 
only hope is found in looking to Him as my substitute and surety, who obeyed the law perfectly 
for me. By faith in His merits I am free from the condemnation of the law. He clothes me with 
His righteousness, which answers all the demands of the law. I am complete in Him who brings 
in everlasting righteousness. He presents me to God in the spotless garment of which no 
thread was woven by any human agent. All is of Christ, and all the glory, honor, and majesty 
are to be given to the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins of the world’” (A New Life, 27). 

 

Now read Romans 4:5-8. What does it mean that God counts you righteous by faith? 	



Love Letter to Laodicea 
Lesson 4—From the Gold Merchant 

 

Icebreaker: Describe someone you know or have read about who you think is a person of great faith.  

 

1) In this lesson, let’s examine the gold that Jesus has for sale to help us feel a greater need to buy it. 

Read 1 Peter 1:6-7. What does Peter say is more precious than refined gold? 

 

 

2) Consider how the following quote affirms the meaning of the gold Jesus is selling us, and reminds 

us that faith produces love (Galatians 5:6):  

 

The gold that Jesus would have us buy of Him is gold tried in the fire; it is the gold of faith and 
love, that has no defiling substance mingled with it” (Bible Commentary, Volume 7, 965).   

 

Now read Hebrews 11:6. Why do you think our faith is the main thing that pleases God and is 

precious to Him like gold is to people? 

 

 

3) Since Jesus is the One selling the gold to Laodicea, it is important to know what He taught and lived 

regarding faith. Read Matthew 21:21-22. What did Jesus say faith is able to do? 

 

 

4) Read Matthew 8:5-11. What was it about the Roman centurion’s faith that Jesus thought was so 

great He had not seen any like it in all of Israel? 

 

 

5) How would your life be different if you really prayed with faith and believed everything God’s word 

says? 

 

 

6) Read Matthew 6:28-30. What needs do you have in which you should trade your little faith for 

Jesus’ big faith? 

 

 

7) Not everything goes well just because we have faith. Jesus faced incredibly difficult times too. Read 

Matthew 8:23-27. Jesus had a big faith that could sleep in the middle of a storm. What storms are 

you facing in which you need to trust Him more? 

 

 

8) Consider the following quote: 

 
Graces that endure the proofs of affliction and persecution, and evidence their soundness and 
sincerity, are the gold which is tried in the fire and found genuine. Christ offers to sell this 
precious treasure to man: “Buy of Me gold tried in the fire.” Verse 18. The dead, heartless 



Love Letter to Laodicea 
Lesson 5—From the Eye Doctor 

 
Icebreaker. Describe a time when you were really sick. Who and what helped you get better? 

 

1) Read Revelation 3:18. In this lesson we will examine the meaning of eyesalve and try to understand 

Jesus’ answer for spiritual blindness. What attitudes and actions would you say are typical of people 

who consider themselves Christians but are spiritually blind? 

 

 

2) Read Matthew 23:23-26. What did Jesus describe as spiritual blindness? 

 

 

3) Read 2 Peter 1:5-9. What kind of things does Peter say spiritually blind persons are missing and 

what have they forgotten?  

 

 

4) Read 1 John 2:9-11. What did John teach about blindness?  

 

 

5) From these texts we can see that spiritual blindness is a very serious situation representing a 

hypocrisy that thinly masks hatred and a religiosity that neglects the most important characteristics 

of Christ-like justice, mercy, and faith. The Laodicean Church is blind to the beauty of the gold of faith 

which works by love and the priceless robe of Christ’s righteousness.  

 

Consider also the implications of these quotes: 

 
“The only hope for the Laodiceans is a clear view of their standing before God, a knowledge of 
the nature of their disease” (Testimony Treasures, Volume 1, 476). 
 
“The Lord knocks at the door of your heart, desiring to enter, that He may impart spiritual 
riches to your soul. He would anoint the blind eyes, that they may discover the holy character 
of God in His law, and understand the love of Christ” (Bible Commentary, Volume 7, 965).   

 

In what ways do you feel you need Jesus to further open your eyes? 

 

 

6) Read 1 Corinthians 2:9-12. What does Paul say can open our eyes to see the good things God has 

given us? 

 

 

7) Read John 16:7-13. What did Jesus promise the Holy Spirit would do for the world and for His 

disciples? 

 

 



Love Letter to Laodicea 
Lesson 6—From the Heavenly Merchant 

 
Icebreaker. What is one thing you would really like to buy if you had plenty of money? 

 

1) Read Revelation 3:18-19 and the following quote: 

 
The great Redeemer represents Himself as a heavenly merchantman, laden with riches, calling 
from house to house, presenting His priceless goods” (Bible Commentary, Volume 7, 965). 

 

Jesus is selling the incredibly valuable goods of faith, love, the Holy Spirit’s healing power, and His 

own righteousness. Since we often say that these things come only as a gift of God’s grace, what do 

you think Jesus means when He tells poverty-stricken Laodicea to buy them? 

 

 

2) Read Matthew 13:44-46. What further insights do these two parables teach about Jesus’ invitation 

to buy from Him? Consider again after reading the following quotes:  

 

In the parable the pearl is not represented as a gift. The merchantman bought it at the price of 
all that he had. Many question the meaning of this, since Christ is represented in the Scriptures 
as a gift. He is a gift, but only to those who give themselves, soul, body, and spirit, to Him 
without reserve. We are to give ourselves to Christ, to live a life of willing obedience to all His 
requirements. All that we are, all the talents and capabilities we possess, are the Lord's, to be 
consecrated to His service. When we thus give ourselves wholly to Him, Christ, with all the 
treasures of heaven, gives Himself to us. We obtain the pearl of great price…. 

      
We cannot earn salvation, but we are to seek for it with as much interest and perseverance as 
though we would abandon everything in the world for it…. 

      
There are some who seem to be always seeking for the heavenly pearl. But they do not make 
an entire surrender of their wrong habits. They do not die to self that Christ may live in them. 
Therefore they do not find the precious pearl. They have not overcome unholy ambition and 
their love for worldly attractions. They do not take up the cross and follow Christ in the path of 
self-denial and sacrifice. Almost Christians, yet not fully Christians, they seem near the 
kingdom of heaven, but they cannot enter there. Almost but not wholly saved, means to be not 
almost but wholly lost” (Christ’s Object Lessons, 116-118). 

 

3) Since we are so spiritually poor, about all we have to buy with is our sinful self. Read Matthew 

16:24-26. What did Jesus say was essential in order to get to be with Him as His disciple and gain 

eternal life? 

 

 

4) Read Mark 10:17-22. What did Jesus say was necessary for the rich young ruler to do in order to 

have eternal life?  

 



Love Letter to Laodicea 
Lesson 7—From the Dearest Friend 

 

Icebreaker. What various things have you done in Bible study, prayer, Christian fellowship or worship 

that has especially helped you have a closer relationship with God? 

 

1) Read Revelation 3:20. Consider also this quote: 

 

Without Christ the heart of man is cold. But when one feels his need of the Sun of 
Righteousness; when he comes to Jesus, saying, Lord, I am sinful, unworthy, helpless; save me, 
or I perish, he is accepted in the Beloved, and his heart is warmed by the rays of divine love. By 
this sincere coming to Christ, he opens the door to him who has long been saying: ‘Behold, I 
stand at the door, and knock. If any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and will sup with him, and he with me.’ He is accepted, and he knows what it means to sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. God says, Let there be light; and there is light. The 
soul possesses an abiding Christ, who is the light of life (The Youth Instruction, September 28, 
1899). 

 

What do the various parts of Revelation 3:20 mean to you, specifically that Jesus knocks, that we 

open the door, and that He invites us to eat together? 

 

 

2) Read John 15:15-16, 4-5. What do these verses tell you about the kind of relationship Jesus wants 

to have with you? 

 

 

3) Some scholars believe that Revelation 3:20 is taken from chapter five of the book Song of Solomon 

and that the husband represents Christ and the bride represents the church. Read Ephesians 5:25-32. 

What do these verses show about what the kind of love Jesus has for the church? 

 

 

4) Consider the warnings in the following quote: 

 

I saw that many have so much rubbish piled up at the door of their heart that they cannot get 
the door open. Some have difficulties between themselves and their brethren to remove. 
Others have evil tempers, selfish covetousness, to remove before they can open the door. 
Others have rolled the world before the door of their heart, which bars the door. All this 
rubbish must be taken away, and then they can open the door and welcome the Saviour in.  

 
Oh, how precious was this promise, as it was shown to me in vision! ‘I will come in to him, and 

will sup with him, and he with Me.’ Oh, the love, the wondrous love of God! After all our 
lukewarmness and sins He says: ‘Return unto Me, and I will return unto thee, and will heal all 
thy backslidings.’ This was repeated by the angel a number of times. ‘Return unto Me, and I 
will return unto thee, and will heal all thy backslidings’” (Testimonies, Volume 1, 143). 

 



In many cultures, eating together is primarily for family members and close friends. Jesus invited the 

Laodicean church, with all of their problems, to eat with Him. Read Jeremiah 15:16. What ideas can 

you think of that can help people enjoy God’s word like a delicious meal?  

 

 

8) Read Philippians 3:7-14. What did Paul feel it was necessary to do in order to have an intimate and 

growing relationship with Jesus? 

 

 

9) Read the following quote:  

 

The True Witness says, ‘Behold, I stand at the door, and knock.’ Revelation 3:20. Every 
warning, reproof, and entreaty in the word of God or through His messengers is a knock at the 
door of the heart. It is the voice of Jesus asking for entrance. With every knock unheeded, the 
disposition to open becomes weaker. The impressions of the Holy Spirit if disregarded today, 
will not be as strong tomorrow. The heart becomes less impressible, and lapses into a perilous 
unconsciousness of the shortness of life, and of the great eternity beyond. Our condemnation 
in the judgment will not result from the fact that we have been in error, but from the fact that 
we have neglected heaven-sent opportunities for learning what is truth (The Desire of Ages 
489).  
 
He is not repulsed by scorn or turned aside by threatening, but continually seeks the lost ones, 
saying, “How shall I give thee up?” Hosea 11:8. Although His love is driven back by the 
stubborn heart, He returns to plead with greater force, “Behold, I stand at the door, and 
knock.” The winning power of His love compels souls to come in (Christ’s Object Lessons 235).  

 

10) Are there any areas of your life where you feel you are ignoring the knocking of Jesus?  

 

 

11) Take a few minutes to consider the following questions and discuss with others:  

 

• Is my relationship with God an obedient and intimate relationship? 

 

• What, if anything, is blocking me from being closer to God? 

 

• What can I do to grow in my relationship with Him? 

 

 

12) What can you do this week to cooperate with Jesus in moving yourself and others from lukewarm 

to on-fire for Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

7) Read Hebrews 12:1-4. What are the results of focusing our attention on Jesus’ victory? 

 

 

8) Read Ephesians 1:19-23 and 2:4-10. In connection with God’s throne, what has God done for Jesus 

and how is that related to what He does as He saves us?  

 

 

9) Read Hebrews 8:1-2, 6, and 10-12. What did Jesus do when He sat down at the right hand of God’s 

throne?   

 

 

10) Jesus works constantly to bring the New Covenant into our lives. Read 2 Corinthians 3:1-6. As we 

overcome and are seated in heavenly places, in what ways do we get to participate in His work?  

 

 

11) Prayerfully reflect on the following quote: 

 

Some, I saw, would gladly return. Others will not let this message to the Laodicean church 
have its weight upon them. They will glide along, much after the same manner as before, and 
will be spewed out of the mouth of the Lord. Those only who zealously repent will have favor 
with God. ‘To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My throne, even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with My Father in His throne.’ We can overcome. Yes; fully, 
entirely. Jesus died to make a way of escape for us, that we might overcome every evil temper, 
every sin, every temptation, and sit down at last with Him. 

      
It is our privilege to have faith and salvation. The power of God has not decreased. His power, I 
saw, would be just as freely bestowed now as formerly. It is the church of God that have lost 
their faith to claim, their energy to wrestle, as did Jacob, crying: ‘I will not let Thee go, except 
Thou bless me.’ Enduring faith has been dying away. It must be revived in the hearts of God’s 
people. There must be a claiming of the blessing of God. Faith, living faith, always bears 
upward to God and glory; unbelief, downward to darkness and death” (Testimonies, Volume 1, 
144).  

 

What do you think God is asking you to fully gain the victory as you wrestle with God regarding 

certain temptations and sins? 

 

 

12) Jesus promised the Laodicean church that they could join Him at His throne if they overcome. 

Read Revelation 7:9-17. What encouragement do these verses give you that help you want to be 

there and believe it is possible you will make it? 

 

 

13) What can you do this week to cooperate with Jesus in moving yourself and others from lukewarm 

to on-fire for Jesus? 


